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Judges 14

Samson Seeks A Wife

1 Kad katéPn Zaupov eic Oapvdda, kal eidev
yuvaika gig O@auvada ano Tdv Buyatépwv TV
AAAOQOAWV. 2 Kal avEPT kal amnyyetAev T@ matpl
abTod kai T untpi adTod Kai einev Tuvaika £8paka
€v @auvada o t@v Buyatépwv @LALGTIENY, Kal

vOV AdPete avtrv €U0l €ig yuvaika.

14:1-20
There are two movements in this chapter, which
continues into chapter 15. Chapters 14 & 15 both cover
Samson's military victories (if they are worthy to be
called victories). This chapter shows how Samson's
impetuousness is used by the Lord to set him at odds
with the Philistines. Samson has no enmity with the
Philistines at the beginning of this, but is incensed by
them by the end of chapter 14, which is the means by
which the Lord fulfils his purpose through chapter 15.
1. The start of Samson's career: his desire to be
married and the first time the Lord prevails to
strengthen him. The lion incident shows that the
Lord preserves those whom He has set aside for
ministry. This sets up a pattern for what follows,
even though what follows is not consistently
labelled the same way. The pattern roughly follows a
cycle of escalation, a provocation, a response, and an
outcome, normally death. Here the provocation is
the lion attacking, and the outcome is the death of
the lion, and the irony of the bees taking up
residence in the lion's carcass.
2. Samson's first Philistine slaughter (30 men)
(v11-19). In this case the provocation is the
harassment of his wife to solve the riddle, and it
results in 30 deaths.

Verse 20 then sets up chapter 15.

1 And Samson went down into Timnah, and he saw
awoman in Timnah from the daughters of the
foreigners. 2 And he went up and told his father
and his mother and said, "I have seen a woman in
Timnah from the daughters of the Philistines, and

now, take her for me for a wife."

14:1 Buyatépwv TV dAlo@UAwV.
Israel was prohibited from marrying the prior
inhabitants of the land, though the Philistines were not
included in this. His sin here, is not necessarily
marrying outside, but as his father points out, he could
make a better choice, one that is more in keeping with
the interests of his own people.

14:2 kai GvéPn
From the high country where the Israelites had been
driven, down to the Shephelah or plains where the
Philistines were more populous. Also in v1.

14:2 ki anfyyetlev T@ atpi adTod kol Th untpi
avtol
Samson is likely of marrying age, possibly 13-15 years
old. Accordingly, he is probably not fully grown, and
therefore we see him still living with his parents.

14:2 Tuvaika £6paka €v Oapvada &mod Tdv Buyatépwy
®dvAioTieiy,
As with verse 1, the focus is on his seeing the woman,
not having had a conversation with her, or building a
relationship with her family, so it seems that the
author is suggesting he hasn't even spoken to the
family yet.
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3 Kal einev adT® 6 mathp adTod Kai 1) utnp avTod
MT) oUK €lolv Buyatépeg TV AdeA@@V oo Kal €K
TavTog To0 AaoD pov yuv, 6Tt 6L mopeln AaPeiv
YUVOIKQ ATI0 TOV GAAOPUAWY TOV ATEPITUNTWY;
kad einev ZauPpmv mpdg ToV matépa adtod Tadtnv
AGPe pot, 811 altn e0Oeia £v OQOAAPOTG pov. 4 Kal 6
Tatrp avTol Kal 1) uftnp adtod ovK £yvwoay 8Tt
mapd Kvpiov éotiv, 61 ékdiknotv avtog {ntel €k
TV GANOQUAWYV. Kal év T Kalp@ Ekeivw ol
aAAO@UAOL KuplevOVTEG €V TopanA. 5 Kal KATEPN
Tappav Kat O Tathp avtod Kal 1) uRTnp avtod £ig
Oapvddar kal AABeV £wg ToD dumeAGvog Oauvdoa,
Kal 100U oKVOUVOG AE0VTOG WPULOUEVOG E1G
oLVAVTHOLY aLTOD. 6 KAl HAaTo £ aUTOV TVEDUA
Kupiov, kol cUVETPIPEV aOTOV WoEL GLVTPIPEL
€prpov- kai 008EV v &v Taig xepoiv avTob. kai 00K
Amryyelev T@ matpl a0Tol Kal Tff untpt adtol O

gnoinoev.

3 And his father and his mother said to him, "Is
there not a daughter of your brothers and a woman
from all my people that you go to take a wife from
the uncircumcized foreigners?" And Samson said to
his father, "Take® her for me, because she is right in
my eyes." 4 And his father and his mother did not
know that it is from the Lord, that he was seeking
vengeance from the foreigners. And in that time,
the foreigners were ruling in Israel. s And Samson
went down and his father and his mother into
Timnah and he came as far as the vineyard of
Timnah and behold a cub of a lion, was roaring to
meet him. ¢ And the Spirit of the Lord rushed upon
him, and he destroyed it just as he will destroy a
kid, and nothing was in his hand. And he did not
tell what he did to his father and to his mother.

14:3 Deuteronomy 12:8 LXX; Judges 17:6 LXX; Judges 18:1 LXX; Judges 19:1 LXX; Judges 21:25 LXX 14:4 Judges 13:5 LXX 14:6

Judges 15:18-19 LXX

a14:3 Or "Get"
14:3 811 avtn £00eix £v 0@OBaAuoig nov.
This is similar to the theme strophe of Judges,

"everyone did what was right in their own eyes."
(Judges 17:6; 18:1; 19:1; 21:25; cf Deut 12:8).

14:4 DTSN WA “NYT MINN D
The Lord was seeking an occasion. The antecedent of

the pronoun matches \»'I]»'I‘D and thus YHWH is the

one seeking the occasion, not Samson.

14:4 811 £xdiknorv avTog (NTel £k TOV GAAoQUAWV.
LXX: "...because He sought vengeance from the
foreigners." The Hebrew is different here, "...because
an occasion He was seeking from the Philistines."

14:4 kol £V T@ kop@ Ekeive ot dAAG@UAOL
kuplevovteg v TopanA.
This is the fundamental concern the Lord has, and the
reason why Samson exists. See Judges 13:5.

14:5 kai 180U okOuvog Afovtog wpuduevog €ig

ouvavtnotv avtod.
Likely Samson was walking alone here (his parents
don't apparently witness this event) and perhaps as a
result of his smaller size appeared to be prey to this
young lion.

14:6 PO
In this feat of strength, the Lord provides the power to
Samson to be able to protect himself from the Lion,
demonstrating the Lord's gracious protection of the
man He has appointed to perform his task. Samson is
not a godly man, but the Lord preserves Him regardless
because Samson is serving the Lord's purposes.
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7 Kol KatéPnoav kai EAdAncav tf] yovaiki, kol

NoBUVON €v 0POAAUOTG TapPwv. 8 Kl LTEGTPEPEV
ued’ nuépag AaPeiv avtrv: kai €€€kAvev 18eiv To
TT@Ua To0 Aéovtog, Kal idob cuvaywyr pueAoo®v
€V TQ otduatt Tod Aéovtog Kai HéAL. o kai E€eTAev
a0TO €iG XETPAG, KAl ETOPEVETO TOPEVOUEVOS Kol
€00ilwVv- Kal émopevBn Tpog TOV maTéPA abTOD Kol
TNV UNTépa abtol, Kal EdwKev adToig Kal £payov,

Kal OUK AmNyyelAev avToig 6Tt 4o To0 GTOUATOG

100 Aéovtog ¢€eTAev TO UEAL

14:7 Judges 14:3 LXX 14:9 Judges 14:16 LXX

14:8 ued’ nuépag

Though neither a number nor an indefinite pronoun is

here, this is probably best understood as the accusative

plural, "after days" or "some days."

WORD STUDY

TO1EW
On ¢noinoev, Judges 14:6 LXX

Action generally
Judges 15:7 LXX
+’Eqv Ttotjonte oUtwg TavTnv
« If you act in this way
Judges 15:10-11 LXX
« Kal Totficat abT® OV TpdTOoV €moincev NUiv.

« and to act with him the way he acted with us

WORD STUDY
GpPXLOUVAYWYOG, CUVAYWYT
On suvaywyr), Judges 14:8 LXX

Ruler of a synagogue.

7 And they came down and they spoke to the
woman and she was right in Samson's eyes. s And
he returned after days to take her, and he turned
aside to see the body of the lion, and behold a
gathering of bees was in the mouth of the lion and
honey. o And he took it out in his hand, and he
went going and eating, and he went to his father
and his mother and he gave to them and they ate,
and he did not tell them that he took the honey

from the mouth of the lion.

14:9 ki 0UK GTyYyeLAeV aUTOIg
The author wants us to see that Samson explicitly
doesn't tell his parents. This arises again in Judges
14:16.

This very common word does not have a single English gloss, but has a variety of uses.
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Samson's First Incursion

10 Kol KatéPn 6 math)p adTtod mpog TNV yuvaika: Kat
gnoinoev kel TapPpwv ndtov ¢ Nuépag, 6Tt oUTwWE
notobotv oi veaviokot. 11 kai £yéveto 8te eidov
abTdv, kai EAafov tpidkova kAnTolc, kai foav
ueT” abToD. 12 Kal eimev avTOiC TauPwv MpdPAnua
Ouiv mpoPdaAdopar €av dmayyéAAovTeg dmayyeiAnte
a0TO €V TG EmTa NPt Tod TOTOL Kal eVPNTE,
ddow VUiV Tprakovta ovdOvag Kal TptdkovTa
oToAAG tpatiov: 13 Kai €av pr| §0vnobe dnayyeilal
pot, dwoete LUEIG EUol TpdkovTa OBOVIX Kol
TpLdkovTa dANacoopévag oToAdC tpatiwy. kai girav
avt® MpoParod to mpdPAnua kai dkovsopeda avTA.
14 kol eimev a0Toiq T1 Ppwtdv EERABEV ék
Prppdokovtog kal amod ioxvpol YAUKD; Kail 00K
Ndvvavto arayyeilat To TPdPAnua £l TPEig

Nuépag.

14:10 kai €émoinoev £kel TapPov
The Greek follows the Hebrew quite woodenly, Samson
is the subject of the verb.

14:107
The letter zeta { is the seventh letter of the alphabet,
and is here used in the place of the spelt out "seven"
we find in other texts. For example, Ralph's has kai
¢noinoev €kel Zapwv Tdtov Nuépag Emtd. So seven
days is the idea.

14:10 611 0UTWG TO10U01V 01 VEAVIoKOL.
Because this is the way young men do (it), referring to
engagement and marriage. This is written as
something of an indictment.

10 And his father went down to the woman, and
Samson made there a drinking party seven days,
because this is what the young men did. 11 And it
came about when they saw him, and they received
thirty who were called, and they were with him.

12 And Samson said to them, "I will put forth a
problem to you. If you tell it to me in the seven days
of the drinking party and you find it out, I will give
to you thirty linen garments and thirty long robes;
13 and if you are not able to tell me, you will give to
me thirty linen garments and thirty changes of
long robes." And they said to him, "Put forward the
problem and we will hear it." 14 And he said to
them, "What edible thing comes out from the one
who eats and from the strong, something sweet?"
and they were not able to explain the problem in

three days.

14:11 kai EAaPov tprakovta kAntoug,
The Greek and Hebrew differ a little here. But it seems
that these were not necessarily people Samson knew.
They may have been provided by the bride's father. If
so, this would mean the groom's father sets up and
pays for the party and the bride's father would supply
the guests?

14:12 év taig ntd Nuépaig tod ndtov
This suggests that the riddle was put forward on the
first day of the seven.
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15 kal &yéveto év tfi Nuépa tfi TeTdptn Kai eimav Tf
yuvaiki Zaupwv Andtnoov 8 tov &vopa cov kal
amayyethdtw oot TO TpdPAnua, un mote
KaTakaOowpéV o€ Kal TOV 01kov ToD Tatpdg 6oL év
mopl 1 €kPrdoat NUAG KEKANKATE; 16 KAl EKAXUGEV 1)
YoV Zaudov Tpdg adTdv Kai gimev ANV
uepionkdg pe kai 00K NyAnnodg Ue, 6Tt To
TpOPANUa 0 TtpoePdrov Toig v1oi¢ ToG AaoD Hov 0K
dryyeldg pot. kai einev adtii Taupwv Ei td natpl
Hov Kal Tf] untpi Hov ovK amryyeAka, ool
amayyeilw; 17 Kal EKAQUoev TpOG adTOV ML TG
€t uépag &g RV avToic 6 métog Kai éyéveto &v T
Nuépa Tl €ROUN kol dnryyetlev avti, 6t
TAPEVWYANCEV aUTG" KAl a0Th ATNyYeLAEV TOIg

vi0ig To0 Aaod avTi.

15 And it came about in the fourth day also they
spoke to the wife of Samson, "Deceive your
husband and make him tell you the problem, so
that we don't burn you and your father's house
with fire or did you call us to force us out?" 16 And
Samson's wife wept before him, and she said, "You
have hated me and you have not loved me, because
the problem which you put forward to the sons of
my people you have not told to me." And Samson
said to her, "If I have not told my father and my
mother, will I tell you?" 17 And she wept before him
for the seven days on which the drinking party was
on, and it came about in the seventh day also he
told her, because she troubled him, and she told the

sons of her people.

14:15 Judges 15:6 LXX 14:17 Judges 14:1-3 LXX; Judges 15:18 LXX; Judges 16 LXX

14:15 einav T yovaiki
It is likely that they had already spoken to her before
this point, but it is clear that they are getting more
desperate. However, the fact that they resort to threats
on the fourth day rather than the last day also suggests
something about their character. In this sense,

Samson's concern, "if you act like this..." is well
founded.

14:15 Andtnoov &1
The value of the marital relationship for these men is
clearly very low to encourage the marriage start on the
foundation of deception and trickery. The Hebrew
doesn't use quite the same nuance, "entice." This also
anticipates that her loyalty is expected to be first to
her people and then to her husband.

14:15 7 éxPrdcar Nuag kekAfkars;
This does not appear to follow the MT Hebrew, but is
similar. Literally, "or did you call us to force us out?"
The Hebrew reads, "Have you not called us to bring us
down?"

14:16 Ei T Tatpi pov Kal Tfj uNTpi Hov ovk
anfiyyeAka, 6ol anayysilw;
Samson himself shows little regard for marriage here,
regarding his relationship with his parents as closer
than with his wife. This would possibly change with
time, but it is not a great way to make a wife feel
valued.

14:17 kai EkAavoev TPOG aUTOV £ML TAG ENTA NUEPKG
This adds to verse 12 that the riddle was put forward
on the first day and the companions of Samson started
talking with her on day one. Day four was an
escalation.

14:17 kai éyévero év tf Nuépa th £FS6uN kai

annyyethev avti,
This introduces another thread to Samson's character
which will be obvious from Judges 16 and following,
that he is able to be manipulated by women. There is a
sense of irony here. The manipulation we see Samson
exercising in Judges 14:1-3 is repeated in the women he
loves, leading to his own downfall.
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18 kol elmav a0TG of &vpeg TG MéAewg &v Tfi Nuépa
Tfi £BOSun 1pd ToT dvateilat TOv fidtov Ti
yAvkUtepov péAitog, kai ti ioxupdtepov Aéovtog;
Kad eimev aVTOIC Taupav Ei un fpotpidoarte év i
daudAet pov, oUK av €yvwte TO TPOPANUd pov.

19 kai fHAato £’ abTov vebua Kupiov, kail katéPn
€lg AokdAwva kal éndtalev €€ abT®OV TpLdKovVTa

v \ \c Ié R ~ \ \
dvopag kal EAaPev T lpdTia abTOV, Kal ESWKEV TAG
otoAag toic mayyethaotv To mpoPAnuar kol

’ 7 ~ 4 v 4 ’ \ 5 ~
wpyiodn Ouud Zaupwv, kai avéPn €ig ToOv oikov Tod
TaTpOG avTOD. 20 Kal EYEVETO 1] YUV Zappav Vi

TV eiAwv adtol OV E@iAiaoey.

14:19 Genesis 29:21-26 LXX;Judges 14:6 LXX

14:18 mpo o0 dvateilat TOV fjAtov
It seems that Samson sold her early in the morning and
she immediately passed it on. The seventh day of the
feast became a bloodbath and in a sense the feast did
not correctly conclude, no consummation took place,
and therefore, the father took his daughter to be
unmarried still at the end of the feast.

14:18 Ei un Rpotprdoate £v tij SaudAet pov,

While the replies here are intended to be poetic,
referring to his wife as a heifer is likely not endearing.

18 And the men of the city said to him in the
seventh day, before the sun rose, "What is sweeter
than honey, and what is stronger than a lion?" And
Samson said to them, "If you had not plowed with
my heifer, you would not know my problem."

19 And the Spirit of the Lord rushed upon him, and
he went down into Ashkelon and he struck from
them thirty men and he took their garments and he
gave the robes to those who told him the problem,
and Samson was extremely angry, and went up into
the house of his father. 20 And the wife of Samson

came to belong to one of the friends whom he
befriended.

14:19 fjAazto &’ avTOV vedpa Kupiov,

The pattern is established from Judges 14:6.

14:19 &véPn €ig TOV oikov TOD TATPOG AOTOD.
Normally the husband would stay over on the last
night and consummate the union with his wife. See
Gen 29:21-26. Samson effectively abandons his
marriage in rage.
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